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UIPM 2026 PENTATHLON U17 WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS: TERRIFIC THOMATOS 
(RSA) TRIUMPHS IN WOMEN’S FINAL 

Tatiana Thomatos produced a heroic Laser Run performance to deliver a hugely satisfying gold 
medal for South Africa in a gripping conclusion to the Women’s Final at the UIPM 2026 
Pentathlon U17 World Championships. 

The 16-year-old Thomatos (RSA) overhauled a 15-second deficit with some faultless running and 
shooting as she reeled in Tulya Kesebir of Türkiye to claim the biggest global medal of her 
glittering young career. 

Just two seconds separated the rivals on the run-in with Thomatos (RSA) and Kesebir (TUR) 
having gone toe to toe all the way from the first moments of action, when they finished second and 
first respectively in Fencing. To sum up just how intense and driven their battle was, there was 
nearly a 30-second gap back to the rest of the 36-strong field by the end of the Laser Run. 

Cape Town native Thomatos (RSA) has competed at major UIPM competitions for seven years 
and has some notable world titles already to her name, particularly at UIPM Laser Run World 



Championships where she has been a prolific performer. 

In 2024 she won gold at the UIPM Tetrathlon U15 World Championships and followed it up with a 
bronze in the UIPM 2025 Pentathlon World Championships on home soil. Now she has a 
landmark victory which further underlines her potential as a future star. 

Behind the front-running pair, Jemima Chetwood of Great Britain saw off the challenge of a trio 
from Hungary behind her to claim the bronze medal. Virag Pleban (HUN), Jazmin Balzsay
(HUN) and Greta Kertai (HUN), filled out the spots from fourth to sixth, respectively. 

On the seventh day of action in Kaunas (LTU) team gold went to Hungary with Great Britain’s trio 
celebrating silver and Germany, as they had done in the Men’s competition on Monday, claiming 
bronze. 

 

Watch and follow

The UIPM 2026 Pentathlon Junior & U17 World Championships take place from July 23-29. The 
remaining schedule is as follows:

Wednesday July 29

U17 Mixed Relay
Junior Mixed Relay

Got the app? Download UIPM Central via Apple or Google to track what’s happening in Lithuania.

You can also visit the UIPM website for the latest results and daily news.

Follow UIPM on your favourite social media throughout the season for more content: 

Facebook
Instagram
TikTok
VK
Weibo
X
YouTube

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/uipm-central/id1260666745
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.uipmworld.central&hl=en&gl=US&pli=1
http://www.uipmworld.org/event/uipm-2025-pentathlon-world-cup-2
http://www.uipmworld.org/news
https://www.facebook.com/WorldPentathlon/
https://www.instagram.com/theuipm/
https://www.tiktok.com/@worldpentathlon?_t=8ewMAqhuJS2&_r=1
https://vk.com/worldpentathlon
https://m.weibo.cn/u/5593447969?jumpfrom=weibocom
https://twitter.com/WorldPentathlon
https://www.youtube.com/user/uipmchannel

